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	Suitable for Key Stage 3  

	This Community needs its Parish Church 

	Learning Objectives:
	Curriculum Links:
	Resources:

	· To develop speaking and listening techniques. 


	English - Participating in formal debates and structured discussions, summarising and/or building on what has been said.
Listen and respond to others, including in pairs and groups, shaping meanings through suggestion, comments and questions.

RE- The purpose and the function of the church. 
	· Guide to a formal debate (R1).
· Motion help sheet (R2).

· QR codes 

· Paper and pens 

	Teacher’s Notes

	Before your visit

	This lesson is likely to be used at the end of a scheme of work looking at persuasive talk or debating skills. However, it can work as a stand-alone lesson. 

	During your visit

	Introduction (15 mins):

Introduction to the church building.
Discuss where are we? What is the building used for? Who is likely to use the building? How does the building make you feel? What can you see in the building? 

Review previous learning on conducting a debate and / or persuasive talk. 

Introduce the motion for today’s debate: ‘This house believes that this community needs its Parish Church’.

Explain what a parish is and discuss the functions and purposes of a church. 

	Main activity (30 mins):

Discuss ideas for and against the motion.
Walk around the church inside and outside (using the QR codes to support with knowledge and understanding) looking for arguments which support or oppose the motion. 
Explain that it doesn’t matter if they really are ‘For ‘or ‘Against’ the motion, their challenge is to argue their case effectively and persuade the members of the other team to change their mind. 
Use R2 to support students.
Split the students into two groups one for the motion and one against the motion or split into small groups and divide the groups in half.
In small groups compile as many different arguments that they can for and against the motion. 

	Plenary: (15 mins):
Set up the debate in the church. Those opposing the motion sit on one side of the church and those opposing the motion sit on the other side of the church.
 Set the rules of the debate (R1)

Set a time limit for the entire debate at which point the vote must be taken (Guide time – 15 minutes but this is flexible depending on the age and interest of your group as well as the time available). 
Take the vote and announce the outcome. 
Students can come forward and use the lectern to present their arguments. 
Or, each group can complete their own mini debate – spread the groups around the church so that the noise levels are reduced. Each group will need a chair or speaker to bring the debate to order; keep the debate in order; construct the vote and declare the outcome. 

NB
Students can peer assess the debate or give targets to each other for improving debating style. 
The debate can be videoed to use back in class for assessment purposes. 

	After your visit

	Write up the speech either their own or somebody else’s.
If the debate has been recorded watch back and use to identify what can be improved / developed for the next speaking and listening assessment.  
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