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Suitable for Key Stage 3 (R1)

A Guide to a Formal Debate  
Key vocabulary:

	Motion
	A formal proposal for debate, put to the vote

	Opposition
	The team opposed to the given motion

	Proposition
	The team in favour of the given motion

	Persuade
	To induce another party to undertake a course of action or embrace a point of view by means of argument or reasoning

	Argument
	A fact or statement put forward as proof or evidence

	Debate
	A formal contest of argumentation in which two opposing teams defend and attack a given proposition

	Paralinguistic features
	How we communicate without words


Parliamentary Debate Procedure

1. Speaker introduces the motion.
2. Speaker introduces the proposers of the motion.
3. Those proposing the motion speak in turn.
4. The speaker introduces the oppose of the motion.
5. Those opposing the motion speak in turn. 
6. Closing opposing member speaks.
7. Closing proposing member speaks.
8. Speaker asks the house if they have any comments.
9. Vote takes place.
10. Speaker announces the results. 
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